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QUICKLINE

Joseph Badger Meadows

Eastminster Presbytery met at the Joseph Badger Meadows Camp and Conference Center.  Rev. John Gruneich, Moderator, convened the meeting with prayer.  A welcome was provided by Camp Co-Director Karen Riley. 

Family Remembrances – Prayers of comfort were requested for Mrs. Alice Jackson upon the death of her father and for the family of the Rev. Paul Graham.  Prayers of healing were requested for Marilyn Nash (spouse of the Rev. Reford Nash) and Greg Shoemaker (Chris Ziem’s son-in-law).  Prayers of strength were sought for the Henkel family.  Prayer concerns were also expressed for the victims of Hurricane Dennis and the terrorist bombings in London.  Celebrations included the satisfaction of a $30,000 loan from PILP by the Kent Church, the invitation for Dan Schomer as a representative of the National Ministries Division of the GAC to participate in the commissioning of missionaries at the New Wilmington Missionary Conference on July 24, the arrival of the new granddaughter of the Rev. Chris Ziem from Guatemala, the safety of Lindsey DePew despite violence in Guatemala, and the 6th anniversary of Ross and Alice Jackson’s first date.

Consent Agenda –  Included were the dismissal with thanks of the Margaret Park Commission, approval of changes to the Margaret Park Presbyterian Church Ministerial Scholarship Fund, continuation of all inquirers and candidates under care for another year, establishing the price of Council meals at $6.00, naming Curt Weingart as a co-opted member of the Communication and Nurture Committee and Trella Johnson as a co-opted member of the Mission Visioning Council representing the Trustees. 

General Presbyter’s Report – Rev. Dan Schomer led the presbytery in the singing of the Presbytery’s Mission & Vision Statements and Mission Priorities.  Attention was drawn to the upcoming Pastor’s Retreat on October 3-5 at JBM and the September 13, 2005 Presbytery meeting focusing on stewardship.

Nominating Committee – Rev. Steve Cramer drew the attention of the Presbytery to the handout that included applications for Minister & Elder Commissioners and Youth Advisory Delegates to the 217th General Assembly.  Presbyters were reminded of the deadlines for applications:  October 3, 2005 for Minister & Elder Commissioners and December 1, 2005 for Youth Advisory Delegates.  Applications are available through the Presbytery Center and should be returned to the Presbytery Center by the deadlines.

Coordinating Council – Elder Ruth Cole reminded the Presbytery that business at the September meeting will be limited to one hour and asked all committees/commissions to keep their report “crisp.”  Cole also stressed the importance of making dinner reservations for upcoming Presbytery meetings.

Trustees – Rev. Jim Henkel provided the following items for information:  a new form to be used when congregations seek to sell property, authorization of direct deposit for Presbytery staff, approval for repair and painting of the front of the Presbytery Center, an expression of sincere thanks to Bob Gillette for continuing service in caring for the Presbytery Center grounds, authorization to invest the Gunn Holy Land Scholarship Fund in the Presbytery Endowment Fund, the appointment of Trustee Rusty Cowden to serve on an advisory task force to explore future options regarding a Presbytery vehicle, and a proposed change to the Manual of Operations to add the office of Vice-President of the Trustees.  Items for action included:  Permission for the Stow Presbyterian Church to sell a vacant lot, permission for the Canfield Church to sell the manse, and approval of utilizing reserve funds in the amount of $70,452.02 to reduce mission dollars owed the General Assembly.

Resource Center – Coordinator Lorraine Jones introduced new resources available in the Center and reminded the Presbytery that she is in the Center Monday and Wednesdays from 1:00-6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Congregational Resources Committee – Rev. Tom Niccolls shared the good news that 80% of the peacemaking surveys had been returned by churches and shared some exciting and inspiring examples of how the churches of Eastminster Presbytery are doing peacemaking.  A final report will be distributed to the Presbytery in the near future.  Rev. Lynn Thompson Bryant shared the plans for a special peacemaking event on Sunday, March 5, 2006, at the Kent Church entitled “Can Peace Break Out?”  The highlight of the event will be the presence of the Moderator of the 216th General Assembly, Elder Rick Ufford-Chase.

Joseph Badger Meadows– Rev. Ross Slaughter shared progress in the completion of the Sabbath House and led the Presbytery in a Service of Dedication for the Sabbath House.

Mission Committee – Rev. Paul Johnson drew attention to a handout concerning the New Wilmington Missionary Conference held July 23-30 on the campus of Westminster College.  Rev. David Joachim introduced and encouraged participation in the Presbytery sponsored mission trip, “Do Hurricane Relief Work with Habitat,” June 24-July 2, 2006.  Rev. Bob Offerdahl, representing the Dakota Presbytery Mission Exploration Team, invited elders Sue Reynolds and Goldie Burrier, participants in the May 6-8 trip to Dakota Presbytery, to share their experiences. 

Gunn Holy Land Scholarship Fund – Rev. Jim Ray drew the attention of the Presbytery to the standards and criteria for the Hugh and Charlotte Gunn Holy Land Scholarship and invited inquiries from those interested.  Rev. Steve Cramer shared that he and Meta had led the tour group that provided Hugh and Charlotte with their first visit to the Holy Land and that the Cramers will be leading a tour in 2006.

Synod – Rev. Marie Cross, Co-Executive of the Synod of the Covenant, expressed excitement about the new design for the Synod and invited presbyters to pick up and read the brochures on the new Synod structure.  Marie expressed appreciation for the opportunity to be the keynote speaker on stewardship at the September meeting, indicating that stewardship is a subject about which she is passionate.  Rev. Joe Atkins, a member of the Synod Council, shared a bit about the Council’s work.  He invited forward Rev. David Herron and elder Lucille Clay of the Cuyahoga Falls, Northminster Church to receive a certificate of celebration for retiring a $35,000 loan with the Synod of the Covenant.

Evangelism and Church Growth – Rev. Richard Ferris praised the continued impact that the Acts 16:5 Initiative is having on the 14 churches participating.  Ferris invited Rev. Burt McGlawn, pastor of Warren, First Church to share some of the ways Acts 16:5 has made a difference.  McGlawn emphasized the deeper sense of community created by the formation of small groups.  McGlawn reminded the Presbytery that the next Acts 16:5 seminar is November 11-12 at Warren, First Church.

Fellowship at the Dinner Table -- A delicious meal was served by the staff of Joseph Badger Meadows.

The Presbytery at Worship – An inspiring and spirited worship service was led by the JBM 2005-2006 Worship Team.  Following worship, presbyters were reminded that the Worship Team is available to lead worship in Eastminster Churches on selected dates beginning September 18.  Those interested should contact Tom & Karen Riley.

Committee on Ministry– Rev. Nick Mager reported that COM had approved extending the Interim Pastor contract between Rev. Condie Watters and the Session of the Wickliffe Church through August 31, 2005, and unanimously endorsed Dan Schomer’s attendance at the Clergy Boundaries Training sponsored by Faith Trust Institute November 7-9, 2005.  Action items included:  dissolution of the associate pastoral relationship between the Rev. David Paul and the Canfield Presbyterian Church effective August 15, 2005, so that he might accept the call as pastor of the Forest Hills Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh; dissolution of the associate pastoral relationship between the Rev. Todd Allen and the Akron, Westminster Church so that he may serve as Interim Pastor of the Westminster Church; and approval of the call of the Rev. John Besore as pastor of the Salem, First Church.

Communication and Nurture – Rev. Rein Krone encouraged participation in the Eastminster Presbytery Picnic on August 14, 2005, at the Lake Milton State Park with activities at 3:00 p.m. and dinner at 5:00 p.m. followed by vespers.

The next Stated Meeting will be held at the Firestone Park Presbyterian Church in Akron on September 13, 2005, beginning at 5:00 p.m.


