    RESOURCE CENTER NEWS
   Eastminster Presbytery Office

Email:  lorrainejones@faithfulness.com

330-505-2167 or toll free 1-800-215-2416

Lorraine Jones, coordinator

Resource Center Hours:              

Mon 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.

Wed 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.

Thurs 9:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.
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July 15
Small Church Ministry Sunday*

July 29 
Metropolitan/Urban Ministry Sunday**
August 6
Hiroshima Day+
* Visit www.pcusa.org/smallchurch for A Vision of a Healthy 
Small Church (adapted by 201st GA in 1989) which can be 

used as a litany of affirmation for the life and mission of 

smaller membership churches.  You will also find stories of 

other small congregations such as Buechel Presbyterian 

Church in Louisville, KY who freed themselves of a church building and gained a new   

ministry.  Visit the Resource Center for The Small Membership Church:  Scenarios for Tomorrow by Lyle E. Schaller (Abingdon Press, 1994).   The author shows that a small congregation has a bright future in a world of large institutions that do not make any effort to be supportive of organized religion.   Sign out Youth Ministry in Small Churches by Rick Chromey (Group, 1993) for creative how-tos.  Discover that small church youth groups DO have something to offer.
**Pray for the metropolitan/urban churches in Eastminster Presbytery.  At the Resource Center, check out Vital Signs of Urban Congregations, edited by Burt Tom (PCUSA, 2006). This collection of articles lifts up the stories of twelve urban congregations that have experienced significant transformation in ministering with their congregations and communities. The book contains many ideas about ways to strengthen the life and ministries of urban congregations.
+On August 5th, the day before Hiroshima Day, pray for nuclear disarmament. .  John F. Kennedy said, “The world was not meant to be a prison in which man awaits his execution.”  
Visit www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/actnow/actnow.htm#disarm for current disarmament issues such as the administration’s plan to fund Complex 2030, a new nuclear weapons facility.  To build peacemaking in your congregation, consider an intergenerational study, “Peace Knows No Season” by Dee Koza (PCUSA, 2006).  This five session study could be used in an intergenerational Sunday morning setting, a Vacation Bible School, or a retreat.  Participants will become better acquainted with Jesus’ call to us to be peacemakers, will explore their beliefs regarding living lives of peace, and will learn ways to help each other engage in peacemaking ministries.  This resource and many other peacemaking resources are available at the Resource Center. 
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NOOMA is the phonetic spelling of the Greek word “pneuma” which means “spirit” or “breath.”  NOOMA is also the name of a nonprofit organization that produces short films on a variety of topics with a Christian perspective.  Each program is 12 to 15 minutes long and features contemporary music and images relevant to people today, from teenagers to senior citizens.  Each DVD comes with a discussion book that lists some relevant scripture passages for the topic and asks some seemingly simple questions that can lead to serious discussion.    The first DVD in the series, titled “Rain,” is about life (and problems that arise).  One of the passages that the discussion booklet cites is Matt. 7:24 – 27, the story of wise builder who built his home on the rock and the foolish builder who built on sand.  The questions for discussion include “What are some storms in your life?  Is it raining now?” and “Do you think God intentionally puts us through trials?”  There is plenty of material for a Sunday school class in each discussion booklet.  
     The first 16 DVDs in the NOOMA series are now available at the Resource Center.   Visit www.nooma.com to see clips of the films or to look at the discussion guides for each DVD.    Contact me at the Resource Center to sign out one of these interesting new films. 
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 Just a reminder that the
Resource Center carries some great resources on a 
variety of topics.  Studying the Lord’s prayer or the 
Sermon on the Plain?  Articles in “Bible Times” magazine
 detail what life was like when Jesus was on earth.  Learn 
about the culture, political climate, geography, etc behind

the Scripture.                                
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